Response of Waterbirds to
Hazing with a Laser

Hazing of birds can be an important part of
minimizing the harm to wildlife during an olil spill.
This presentation discusses some initial findings

of the effectiveness of laser light in hazing by
identifying species that respond to laser light and
documenting their response.
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Conduct tests at numerous locations.
Record conditions at time of test.
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Record species and numbers before and
after laser.

Record type of response to |aser.




Collins Lake
L ake Solano

PUtah Creek

W Sacramento

Total




- -s..Herons, e‘gr-ets

Grebes ™~ .
Pelicans, cormorants

Geeser "
Dabbllng ducks
Diving ducks
Raptors

Coots
Shorebirds
Gulls

Total
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- 206 (99%)
412 (100%)
43 (12%)
568 (85%)
1
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Grebes
Pelicans, cormorants

- .. Herons, egrets
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Dabbling ducks
Diving ducks
Raptors

Coots
Shorebirds
Gulls

Total
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« Determine if laser has any Iastlng effect er-5 days
after treatment ends. .
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reatr ent treat
perIO'dS 5 days eaCh

Study area: 3 treated areas, 1 control area.
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Response
Partial
Herons |
Dabbling ducks
Diving ducks
Coots
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Area 2 Area 3

100 —
80 —
60 —
40 —
20 —
0 | | | | |
1 2 3 4 5
Day
Area 4
500 —
400
300 —
200 —
100 —
0 | | | | |
1 2 3 4 5
Day

D Before Laser D After Laser
| | Next AM



All Areas

800

600 —
400 —

200

0 —

1 2 3 4 5
Day of Treatment

Before Laser After Laser
Next AM




Ave. No. of Birds

1000
800
600 -
400
200

Bird Abundance and Temporal Pattern of Use

Pretreatment

Treatment

O Control B Areas 2-4

Postreatment
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Fleld workl has been completed







